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Student Welfare and Personal Development  
Association of NSW (Incorporated) 

Kerrie Eyding 

Lot 16 Mc Guinness Drive 

Mount Murray  

Robertson 2577 

 
Attention:  *Principals and School Executive  *Behaviour Teams 
  *Teachers K-6, 7-12   *Head Teacher Welfare 
  *School Counsellors   *Year Advisors 

 

 SWPDA Annual Conference   
When? Saturday 11 August 2007 9:00am –3:30pm 
Where? Menzies Hotel 
  14 Carrington Street, Sydney (near Wynyard)  
   

SWPDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2007 

Keynote Speaker 

Professor Tony Attwood 
 

Professor Tony Attwood is a clinical psychologist who 

specialises in autism spectrum disorders.   

 

Professor Attwood will present two topics: 

Making Friends: Strategies to Improve Social Understanding and Friendship Skills 

The presentation explains the four stages in the development of friendship and strategies to encourage 

the development of friendship skills and social integration from children as young as three years to 

young adults.  The activities can be applied in the classroom, playground and at home. 

Managing Challenging Behaviour in Children with Autism 

The presentation focuses on children and adolescents with classic autism and provides an explanation 

and strategies with regard to repetitive behaviour, emotion management and the development of 

effective communication systems for emotions. 

 

The application of Cognitive Behaviour Therapy to children with severe 

autism is discussed and how it can be applied to such individuals. 

 

The presentation will include strategies to help with self-injurious behaviour and 

improvement of social understanding and coping with change. 

 SWPDA Annual      

Conference and AGM 

will be held on 11 

August, 2007 at the 

Menzies Hotel, 

Sydney 

Book this date in 

with your T&D 

coordinator 

Still at 
2006 rates 



A Transition Program has been introduced at Nowra East 
Public School.  The program provides an opportunity for 
students (K-6) returning from suspension or those identified 
as being at risk of suspension to develop strategies and skills 
as they learn to self-manage their behaviours.  Students are 
expected and encouraged to actively participate in their 
educational and behavioural program. They are considered 
collaborative team members in the process that will assist 
them in their successful return to their mainstream class. This 
outcome is met by a forthright and respectful basis of 
communication. 

 
The program is individualised and students are integrated 
when the teacher determines they are ready. Mainstream and 
special education teachers have noted a significant 
improvement in the student’s ability to utilise strategies and 
avoid conflict. Further, teachers have indicated that there are 
more settled and productive as a result of this program. 
 
There is no magic wand approach and teachers at the school 
are mindful of the need to support students by referring them 

WHAT’S WORKING IN SCHOOLS 
TRANSITION PROGRAM 

Adrienne Sue   

 

 

 

If you have something you would 

like to share or would just like to 

make a comment please email  

Laurelle and Adrienne 
laurelle.bird@education.nsw.gov.au 

adrienne.sue@education.nsw.gov.au 

SOAP BOX 
 

Remember sometimes the process is more important than the quality of the final product 
Anna Tullemans and Sue Larkey 

 

The Active After-school Communities 

The Active After-school Communities (AASC) is a major component of the Australian 
Government Building a Healthy, Active Australia package aimed at tackling the growing 
problem of declining physical activity and poor eating habits of Australian children.  

 

AASC is an after school hours structured physical activity and health program delivered 
nationally to children enrolled in Australian primary schools. 

 

In 2005 1500 schools were invited to become involved. Primary Schools wishing to become 
involved in the program should submit an expression of interest. 

 

For further details www.ausport.gov.au/aasc/schools/eoi.asp 

Homework  
 

Tony Attwood has information 

on his web site 

www.tonyattwood.com about 

homework. He discusses ideas 

on the relevance of homework 

for the ASD student. He also 

discusses the impact of home-

work on the student, family and 

teacher. He suggests alterna-

tive options for coping with 

homework or eliminating it al-

together. 



APR IL  2007  

 
  

National Child Protection Week ô07 commences on Fathersô Day September  2nd  and runs through to September 8th and we 

are challenging you to put it in your diary, start planning an activity, and really get behind our campaign to create a Child 

Friendly Australia. 

  

National Child Protection Week is NAPCAN's flagship public event providing individuals and communities with a range of 

opportunities to participate and contribute to the prevention of child abuse and neglect and promote their own programs and 

projects. 

  

National Child Protection Week promotes our belief that it is everyone's responsibility to make their community child 

friendly. NAPCAN believes that communities which provide the opportunity for kids to be involved in decisions that affect 

them, communities that keep kids safe, and communities that allow kids to grow up well and so reach their potential, are 

communities which will prevent child abuse and neglect from ever happening in the first place. 

  

This year we are again challenging all Australians to make a positive difference to childrenôs lives. Will you take the child 

friendly challenge? 

 

 

The committee are working to organise 

keynote speakers for 2008. If you 

would like to recommend a speaker 

please contact me on (02)44210790 or 

email laurelle.bird@education.nsw.gov.au  

 

Unfortunately we had to cancel our 

South Coast conference in March due to 

lack of interest. Our conference 

coincided with election day and that may 

have had an impact. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you in 

August. Keen interest has been received. 

The venue can hold 300 so book early to 

avoid disappointment.  

 

If you would like to join our committee 

please come to the AGM after the 

conference in August.  

 

Laurelle Bird  

 

A THOUGHT TO PONDER 
 

For a long time it had seemed to me 
that life was about to beginñreal life.. 

But there was always some obstacle in the way. 
Something to be got through first, 

some unfinished business; time still to be served, 
a debt to be paid. Then life would begin. 

At last it dawned on me 
that these obstacles were my life. 

 

If you would like to contribute to our 

newsletter please email your article 

to laurelle.bird@education.nsw.gov.au  
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ABN: 77 816 880 586     :   INC 9875507       All Schools Mail Out 

REGISTRATION FORM 

  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2007 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER ð PROFESSOR TONY ATTWOOD 
 

SATURDAY, August 11, 2007 

REGISTRATION FORM 
(SWPDA is not registered for GST)              

 
Name of School:éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Name of Person (s) attending  
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AS NAMES WILL APPEAR ON CERTIFICATES)  
 
Surname:                                                          First Name:   
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Please attach additional sheet of names if required  

 
School Address:   
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Tel: éééééééééééFaxééééééééé Email: éééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Alternate address (if non school attendee or on request)   
 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
Tel:ééééééééé Fax:ééééééééé.. Email:ééééééééééééééééééééé. 

Members 
Earlybird (closes 25/06/07)          $150.00 

Registration (after 25/06/07)           $175.00 
 

Non-members 
Earlybird (closes 25/06/07)                   $180.00  

Registration (after 25/06/07)                 $205.00                      * Total cost   $ééééééé. 

 
NOTE:  A school/organisation membership entitles all staff to be charged at memberôs rates 
(please check if your school is a member or contact Kerrie Eyding for a membership form).  
 

PAYMENT IS NON REFUNDABLE AFTER JULY 23 

 Fax  your completed registration form to  SWPDA FAX: 02 48851747 
Please make cheques payable to 

Student Welfare and Personal Development Association (SWPDA) 

c/o Kerrie Eyding 

               Lot 16, Mc Guinness Drive, Robertson NSW 2577 
For general enquiries: Kerrie 48851247 keyding@ozemail.com.au 

 

Student Welfare and Personal Development  
Association of NSW (Incorporated) 

mailto:keyding@ozemail.com.au

